*    POLITICS    *

Lord John Russell aptly described it when, at the close
of his life, he used to say that though in his early days
there were a dozen men living who could make a better
speech than any of their successors, yet 'there was not
another dozen who could understand what they were
saying'.

Peel spoke on a level with his audience. 'No man in
the House can appeal with a tittle of the effect that he
can, to the fears of his audience 5 and he is too good a
tactician not to know that a great deal more may be
accomplished by addressing in this strain an audience
who have rank and property to lose, than by cold argu-
mentative orations. Hence the staple of his principal
speeches consists of a forcible and skilful exhibition of
the alleged frightful consequences which will inevitably
flow from the adoption of a course of policy different
from what he recommends. On such occasions his appear-
ance and manner are as solemn as if he were commis-
sioned to stand up and proclaim that the world had
come to an end. And he usually produces a correspond-
ing effect.'

A favourite trick was 'his practice of turning his face
round to his own party and his back on the Speaker,
when he is urging any argument that appears to him
particularly forcible, and which he thinks likely to be
received by them with peculiar applause. And in most
cases he is wonderfully happy in his guesses. ... He
looks his party significantly in the face and pauses for
the expected cheer, which is scarcely ever refused him
and which, in the great majority of cases, is given with a
strength of lungs . . . that could not fail to satisfy.'
Another oratorical habit was 'striking the box which lies
on the table, at regular intervals, with his right hand.
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